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90% penicillin allergies labels are false in Hong Kong
and proposes a new testing strategy via the
Hong Kong Drug Allergy Delabelling Initiative (HK-DADI)
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Lack of Specialists in Immunology & Allergy in Hong Kong



Lee et al. Asian Pac J Allergy Immunol. 2019 Mar;37(1):1-8.
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Every 1 in 50 of the Hong Kong population have beta-lactam antibiotic
(e.g. penicillin) ‘allergy’ labels
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Suspected drug or penicillin allergy in Hong Kong b
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Suspected drug or penicillin allergy in Hong Kong
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Every 1 in 50 of the Hong Kong population have beta-lactam antibiotic
(e.g. penicillin) ‘allergy’ labels
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90% of these labels are found to be incorrect after formal allergy
evaluation
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Many penicillin allergy labels were found to be incorrect

Beta-lactam allergy in Chinese patients and factors predicting
genuine allergy
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139 patients (14%) 858 patients (86%)
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Every 1 in 50 of the Hong Kong population have beta-lactam antibiotic
(e.g. penicillin) ‘allergy’ labels
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90% of these labels are found to be incorrect after formal allergy evaluation
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Incorrect penicillin allergy labels can be potentially lethal
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Incorrect penicillin allergy labels can be
potentially lethal
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Hong Kong Drug Allergy Delabelling Initiative el

- #F 312 (Ufm ANIEZ L
o BEAEYBBREIZSRTE] (HK-DADI) : 84 (27%)
. BEFEECAIE : 228 (73%)

o #BEFfLTR, 280 (90%) fifm ARVER e EMEBURIZEHEBER
« HK-DADI E3{EE @A 9455 h s pV S e M B RIS ER B iR
(90% vs. 89%, p=0.796).
- RBEEEENHPASR EHREESE S ITRRIE

o SMETERE, TEFHI10EA RN, 123 iR A (44%) BB
R, 63 iR A (23%) BEEFERBEEAM

- EBR{EHAEFCAEELE, ESEEHIRmE AR HK-DADI §F{& it #
fREEEEMEURIZERER, EF910EARRENRFEREREMN
(32% vs 19%, p=0.026)

if525%08 HK-DADI mzr_‘\ﬂlf;&ﬂ’]

llergy confirmed
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All patients with negative DPT and penicillin allergy delabelled

(n=230)
Delaballed via Delabelled via
HK-DADI pathway Traditional pathway
(n=78) (n=204)

Post delabelling follow-up
¥ {median interval: 10 months) ¥

Penicillin re-use after Penicillin re-use after
delabelling delabelling
(n=24, 32%) (n=39, 19%)

p=0.026
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