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Drug Abuse in Hong Kong (2015)

Central Registry of Drub Abuse 65th Report (2006-2015)
Narcotics Division, Security Bureau
The Government of the HKSAR

• Reported drug abusers: 8,598 persons
– Average age: 38 years

• Reported first-time drug abusers: 2,103 persons
– Average age: 29 years

• Duration of abuse among “first-timers”: 5.8 years
• Age of starting drug abuse: 

– 20 years or below: 77%
– 15 years or below: 35%
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@Data not released

Drug Abuse in Hong Kong (2015)

Central Registry of Drub Abuse 65th Report (2006-2015)
Narcotics Division, Security Bureau,  The Government of the HKSAR
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Besides Bladder Function
Ketamine Abuse also Affects the Biliary System

Seto WK, Mak SK, et al. J Hepatol 2018
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Research Method

• Supported by the Beat Drug Fund, HKSAR Government
• Participants recruited via territory-wide non-government 

organizations

Barnabas Charitable Service Association Limited

CROSS Centre Tung Wah Group of Hospitals

Hong Kong Lutheran Social Service

Caritas Hong Kong

Evangelical Lutheran Church Social Service 

Hong Kong Christian Service PS33

Hong Kong Children and Youth Services

Only a gross depiction of the catchment area of different organizations. Organizations have recruited 
participants outside the depicted areas.
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Research Method

• Participants:
• Recreational used ketamine at 

least twice per month for 6 
months in past 2 years

• Participants underwent clinical 
assessment, blood taking and MRI 
of the biliary system

• MRI findings intepreted
independently by two radiologists 
in research team



• Recruited participants: 257 persons
• Average age: 28.7 years
• Average duration of ketamine abuse: 10.5 years
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Study Results
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Study Results

159 participants (61.9%) had biliary anomalies on MRI

Dilated common 
bile duct

137 (53.3%)

Abnormal 
intrahepatic ducts

91 (35.4%)

If:
• ALP (a certain liver 

enzyme) elevated
• No concomitant drugs
• Urinary problems

Chances of 
biliary anomalies will 

increase
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Conclusion

• Many ketamine abusers develop biliary damage

• Ketamine abusers with high-risk of biliary damage 
should be referred for appropriate screening

• Educational promotion against drug abuse should 
emphasize:
– Biliary damage will reverse after quitting ketamine
– Longstanding ketamine abuse can lead to cirrhosis



Sharing of experience
An individual who has 

quitted ketamine




