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Grand Challenges on HIV Cure and Vaccine
Message from

Professor Sophia S CHAN

Secretary for Food and Health,

The Government of the Hong Kong SAR
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Food and Health Bureau, Government Secretariat
The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
The People’s Republic of China

| extend my warmest congratulations to the joint celebration of
the 10" anniversary of AIDS Institute of Li Ka Shing Faculty of Medicine of
The University of Hong Kong and Comprehensive AIDS Research Center of
School of Medicine Tsinghua University in Hong Kong. | would like to
applaud all colleagues of these two institutions for their commitment,
leadership and important scientific achievements in the fight against
HIV/AIDS.

The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
is fully committed to support efforts in HIV education, early diagnosis,
preventive interventions, antiretroviral treatment and academic research.
| strongly believe that the celebration symposium “Grand Challenges on
HIV Cure and Vaccine” will open a new path to promote regional
networking and collaborations among AIDS researchers, which is
important for finding a solution of ending HIV/AIDS.

| am very pleased to learn that some innovative HIV vaccines
made by the HKU and Tsinghua AIDS research teams will enter clinical
studies soon. Using this opportunity, | sincerely wish that your clinical
trials would be successful and soon benefit our HIV patients. UNAIDS
launches 2017 World AIDS Day campaign — My Health, My Right, to which
we share the common goal of improving people’s health.

| wish your celebration symposium a great success, and
participants a pleasant stay in Hong Kong.

Prof. Sophia Siu Chee CHAN
Secretary for Food and Health

ISR N 2 SRR AR AP I 1719 1 1B ¢ (852) 3509 8765 ML : (852) 2541 3352
17-19/F, East Wing, Central Government Offices, 2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar, Hong Kong  Tel: (852) 3509 8765 Fux: (852) 2541 3352
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Grand Challenges on HIV Cure and Vaccine
Message from

Professor David D HO

Director and CEO,

Irene Diamond Professor of The Rockefeller University

David D. Ho, M.D.
Director & CEO

[rene Diamond Professor

i . The Aaron Diamond AIDS Research Center

\/71/

The Rockelfollor Unseercet
1 e Rockefeller University

455 First Avenue
New York. NY 10016

22 November 2017

212 448 5100 ze/
212 725 1126 fa

dho@adarc.ore email

Professor Zhiwei Chen

Director, AIDS Institute, University of Hong Kong

Professor Lingi Zhang

Director, Comprehensive AIDS Research Center, Tsinghua University

www.adarc.org

Dear Zhiwei and Lingi:

Let me take this opportunity to express my joy and pride on the occasion of your
symposium to commemorate the 10" Anniversary of your two AIDS research institutes.
Having played a role as a catalyst at the start, | am particularly proud of how you have
developed these institutions into ones with distinction. Congratulations!

I am also impressed with how you have served as the nidus to assemble a collection of
outstanding investigators for this special occasion, including other alumni of the Aaron
Diamond AIDS Research Center like Xia Jin and Fujie Zhang. Most importantly, it is
abundantly clear that all of you, working in concert, are now well poised to make impactful
contributions to the fight against HIV/AIDS in China. This thought warms my heart,
particularly as | think back to about 15-20 years ago when we toured the country realizing
there was grossly inadequate local expertise in China back then to address the
burgeoning epidemic. How things have changed for the better!

Finally, let me wish all of you a most successful and productive symposium. | sincerely
regret that | could not be there to learn, and to celebrate with you.

Best wishes,
o f(‘,%» T
A A if i 4
e ; “!i
David D. Ho, M.D. '--—JJ.J
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Grand Challenges on HIV Cure and Vaccine
Message from

Professor Yigong SHI

Vice President, Tsinghua University

Tsinghua University
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Grand Challenges on HIV Cure and Vaccine
Message from

Professor Gabriel M LEUNG

Dean, Li Ka Shing Faculty of Medicine, HKU

Grand Challenges on HIV Cure and Vaccine
In Celebration of 10t Anniversary of
AIDS Institute of The University of Hong Kong and
Comprehensive AIDS Research Center of Tsinghua University

Congratulatory Message from
Professor Gabriel M. Leung
Dean of Medicine, The University of Hong Kong

Today’s event marks several milestones - World AIDS Day, the 10th
anniversaries of the AIDS Institute of HKU and the Comprehensive AIDS Research
Center of Tsinghua University, and the 130 anniversary of HKU’s Li Ka Shing Faculty of
Medicine. Milestones help us to mark progress but at the same time, they urge us to
look forward at the work that is still to be done.

Our AIDS Institute has done a wonderful job serving the community and
science through basic and applied research that has facilitated the understanding of the
AIDS pathogenesis and led to the development of effective AIDS vaccines. Some
outstanding examples of its research include a vaccinia Tiantan-based mucosal vaccine,
a PD1-based immunotherapeutic vaccine, a bi-specific neutralizing antibody and a novel
PD1-isoform-based immune pathway. Critically, some of these findings were achieved
through close collaboration with the Tsinghua AIDS Center. Colleagues in both
institutions have shown dedication and hard work in exploring and producing better
prevention and treatment for the community against HIV/AIDS. I applaud your efforts
and look forward to learning about further collaborative achievements.

The nature of today’s symposium, “Grand Challenges on HIV Cure and
Vaccine”, will advance that possibility. With more 30 AIDS experts from China and
abroad, it offers not only a great opportunity to share the latest scientific findings in
HIV/AIDS research, but also to promote cross-border co-operation and professional
networking between the Mainland and Hong Kong. 1 am certain this will pave the way
for remarkable breakthroughs in HIV/AIDS research, technologies and applications.

On this day of milestones and anniversaries, I hope that today will be a
fruitful one for HIV/AIDS researchers, and that all participants will enjoy a pleasant stay
in Hong Kong.

Gabriel M. Lewrig
Dean of Medicine
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Grand Challenges on HIV Cure and Vaccine
Message from

Professor Chen DONG

Dean, School of Medicine, Tsinghua University

""" Tsinghua University
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Message from

Professor Fu GAO

Director, Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention
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CHINESE CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION
'“%,% 'ﬁ;ﬁ Address: 155 Changbai Road Changping District, Beijing 102260, P.R.China
] Website: www.chinacdc.cn Phone: +86 10 58900001, Fax: +86 10 58900002
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Grand Challenges on HIV Cure and Vaccine
Message from

Dr.Wong Ka-hing

Controller, Centre for Health Protection
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Centre for Health Protection

Professor Zhiwei CHEN
Director
AIDS Institute
The University of Hong Kong
1 December 2017
Dear Prof Chen

I write to congratulate you on organizing a most successful scientific meeting
titled Grand Challenges on HIV Cure and Vaccine in celebration of the 10"
Anniversary of the AIDS Institute of the University of Hong Kong and the
Comprehensive AIDS Research Center of the Tsinghua University

HIV/AIDS remains a major public health challenge despite the advent of highly
effective treatment and better prevention modalities. Locally, it is exemplified by the
daunting epidemic among men who have sex with men. HKU AIDS Institute has been
at the forefront of HIV research, pioneering various basic science studies in
particular. Furthermore, the Institute is commendable for its keen educational and
advocacy efforts for the community over the years.

This Meeting would provide a golden opportunity for the brightest to share their
wisdom, the student to learn from the best. and collaborators to exchange ideas. Let’s
all work together towards the goal of ending HIV/AIDS on this World AIDS Day and
the days to come.

5 Y
Dr WONG Ka-hin{
Controller
Centre for Health Protection
° Department of Health

We build a healthy Hong Kong and aspire to be an internationally renowned public health authority

BNRRER—WREGTFE LDEEBARI LG OHANLEETAY
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Message from

Professor Kwok-Yung YUEN

Henry Fok Professor in Infectious Diseases,

Chair Professor of Department of Microbiology, HKU

Chair of Infectious Diseases: § % j( g Pathology Building
KY Yuen, JP, SBS Queen Mary Hospital Compound
MBBS, MD, FRCS(Glas), FRCPath (UK), Hong Kong
FRCP (Ediné& Lond)

Henry Fok Professor in Infectious D{seases OF HONG KONG Tel: (852) 2255 4897, 22554892

Fax: (852) 2855 1241
B oE B B R
DEPARTMENT OF MICROBIOLOGY

I warmly congratulate the celebration of the 10" anniversary of both Comprehensive AIDS
Research Center of Tsinghua University and AIDS Institute of The University of Hong Kong.
I also warmly congratulate the launching of the “Grand Challenges on HIV Cure and
Vaccine” symposium in addressing the toughest scientific challenges in human medical
history.

Since 2007, I have the privilege of mentoring the birth, the growth and the maturation of
HKU AIDS Institute. And I am extremely delighted to see how much have been
accomplished in terms of its performance and academic outputs. Evidently, the original
discoveries on modified vaccinia Tiantan-based mucosal vaccine, PDI-based
immunotherapeutic vaccine, potent bi-specific neutralizing antibody and anti-inflammatory
A42PD1-specific antibody have generated not only high impact scientific publications but
also a series of HKU patented “Made-in-Hong Kong” biomedical products for combating
HIV/AIDS. Amazingly, two of these products have already been licensed to industry partners
through HKU Technology Transfer Office for clinical development.

In recent ten years, | am very impressed by the close collaboration between the two
celebrating institutions as demonstrated by continuous joint research grants of Mainland’s
11" 12" and 13" five year HIV/AIDS Mega-Projects, one joint Gates Grand Challenge grant,
one joint patent application and numerous joint scientific publications. Besides HIV, the
Tsinghua collaborations have been extended into SARS, MERS, Zika and Influenza
infections. Some of which are timely collaborations with my own team, such as evaluating
human antibody response against SARS-CoV infection and human monoclonal antibody
against live MERS-CoV, which was published in Science Translational Medicine in 2014. I,
therefore, would like to applaud all the colleagues of these two institutions for your
commitment, collaborative spirit and excellent scientific achievements.

In order to promote the exchange of knowledge and ideas as well as collaborative networking,
this year’s symposium features over 30 local and oversea principal investigators to brainstorm
on key issues of HIV vaccine and cure researches. I would like to offer my sincere thanks to
all symposium organizers, speakers, participants and sponsors for your support.

I look forward to the chance of meeting and congratulating many of you personally during the
symposium and wish you an enlightening experience in Hong Kong. '

/\,

Professor KY Yueén I,

Chair of Infectious Diseases
Department of Microbiology
LKS Faculty of Medicine
The University of Hong Kong
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Message from
Professor Lei LIU

President, Shenzhen Third People’s Hospital
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SHENZHEN THIRD PEOPLE’S HOSPITAL
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