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Re-invigorating the Hong Kong Health Care System: Public and Private Hospital Interface

Health care financing problem has always been a thorny but an imperative issue to which an effective response has long been overdue.  The unmistakable trend of an aging population together with a low long-term growth rate of the Hong Kong economy dictate that additional funding resources have to be in place to keep the public medical quality from deteriorating.  

In the seminar, Dr Louis Shih, Chairman of the Medical Reform Policy Group of SynergyNet, not only will identify deficiencies of the existing health care system, recommend various solutions to tackle the most pressing health care financing problems, but also will study the feasibility of these solutions.  Examples of these possible solutions include the review of existing fee structure in the public sector, restoring public private imbalance, establishing general and/ or specialized training programmes in private hospitals, contracting out certain services to the private sector, and implementing medical insurance scheme.  
Private hospitals in the US and other countries have long taken up a crucial role in medical research and training, and are attracting patients seeking medical excellence from other countries.  Can the private sector in Hong Kong contribute towards a similar role?

Members of the press are cordially invited to attend the seminar by Dr Louis TC Shih, Chairman, Medical Reform Policy Group, SynergyNet and Council Member, Hong Kong Medical Association and Hong Kong Medical Council, to learn more about how integration of the public and private sectors can help to sustain the health care system.    

Details of the seminar are as follows:

Date:
March 10, 2003 (Monday)

Time:
12:00 noon to 14:00 pm

Venue:
Seminar Room 5, LG 1, Laboratory Block, Faculty of Medicine Building, 21 Sassoon Road, Pokfulam

Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Ms Ivy Ching of the Medical and Health Research Network, the University of Hong Kong at 2819 9292.
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