The Growing Burden of Chronic Illness in Asia and the Pressure on Government Budgets: Are New Health Insurance and Savings Schemes Inevitable in Hong Kong?

A new study shows that Hong Kong and China are facing similar problems in health care in light of an ageing population and the rising tide of chronic illness, and urges Hong Kong to find new strategies to cope with these situations.

In China, the gains in life expectancy not only make the rate of increase in expenditure on hospital unsustainable, but also quickly bring the new urban health insurance scheme to its knees.  Besides, the support from the new urban health insurance scheme and new private investors to hospitals in urban areas widens the gap of accessibility to urban and rural health care.

In Hong Kong, medical technology is driving health care expenditures up faster than population growth, prices or wages for the past five years.  The soon-to-be-emerged medical technologies as a result of the genomic revolution will certainly put Hong Kong under tremendous pressure in order to create access to higher cost diagnosis and treatment. Can the government budget fund all these emerging technologies?

During the seminar, Professor Paul Gross, Honorary Professor in Social Sciences Research Centre, HKU and Director of Health Group Strategies Pty Ltd, will present a summary of a recent study undertaken by the Institute of Health Economics and Technology Assessment of Health Group Strategies Pty Ltd on the health systems of China and Hong Kong.  Besides, Professor Gross will identify a number of imbalances that need redressing and suggest four options that need to be further reviewed in Hong Kong.

To learn more about it, members of the press are cordially invited to attend the seminar by Professor Paul Gross.  Details as follows:

Date:
November 12, 2002 (Tuesday)

Time:
12:00 noon to 14:00 pm

Venue:
Seminar Room 5, LG1, Laboratory Block, Faculty of Medicine


Building, 21 Sassoon Road, Pokfulam

Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Ms Ivy Ching of the Medical and Health Research Network, the University of Hong Kong at 2819 9292.
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